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Mazda and Le Mans
■ Words: Martin Lloyd  ■ Photo: Marcus Potts, photographer for the Mazda-Lola RML team

This was a very important moment. The 
historian of both the MX-5 and RX-7, 
Brian Long, recalls how it was the Mazda 
787B’s win at Le Mans, against teams 
from Jaguar and Mercedes-Benz which 
made him take notice of the brand.

Now another kind of Mazda is racing in 
the Le Mans Series and at the great race 
itself. It is being raced by the RML team 
who started competing in the Le Mans 
Endurance Race Series in 2003. Having 
won LMP2 (2 litre class) at Le Mans with 
the MG-Lola EX264 in 2005  and with 
another MG derived motor for 2006, and 
won it again. In 2007 Mike Newton and 
Tommy Erdos took the driver’s title in the 
Le Mans Series, still with the EX265.

In 2007 the MG XP-21 unit was getting 
towards the end of its development 
potential  and was up against newcomers 
like the Porsche RS Spyder and the very 
quick Zytek LMP2 cars. The team looked 
for a new motor and Mazda was one of 
the more obvious choices.

The importance to MX-5 owners is 
the new Mazda engine is the MZR-R, a 

development of the MZR motor in the NC 
MX-5. The racing motors are developed 
by AER and are new power units at the 
start of their development. It has huge 
potential for further work. The team 
seem to find it a pleasure to work with 
a company like Mazda which is actually 
interested in what they’re doing, and 
seem keen to get involved, which is most 
welcome.

American driver Chris Dyson joins Mike 
and Tommy at Le Mans this year. He 
drives for Dyson Racing which is running 
the similar Lola-Mazda chassis in the 
American series (ALMS) this year, so 
adding a third driver with experience of 
an almost identical car makes sense. 

A spokesman for the team, Marcus Potts, 
said, “So far, it’s all looking very promising. 

“We know we have a very well-
proven chassis, having worked on our 
independent development program 
for several years now, and the first 
indications have been that the new 
Mazda MZR engine is everything we were 
promised. 

“Power is certainly up on the older 
MG unit we’d been using, and the 
performance generally looks to be a 
significant improvement right across 
the board. If it can match (or exceed) 
the reliability we used to get out of the 
previous engine – the one that gave us 
a win at Le Mans in 2006 – then we’re in 
good shape.”

You can follow events as they unfold on 
the RML website at www.mazda-lola.com 
and see more of Marcus Potts’ wonderful 
photographs.

For outright honours in this year’s Le 
Mans, all eyes will be on the battle 
between the new Aston Martin Lolas and 
the Audi factory running the new R15s at 
Le Mans. The Peugeot 908s are expected 
to join the LMS later in the year.

In 1991 a very professional factory team won 
Les Vingt-Quatre Heures du Mans, the world’s 
most famous sports car race, for Mazda. 



22 MX-TRA - MAY - 2009

Other stuff …

With only six Grace Green SPs built, what are the chances of having 
two turn up for service on the same day ... ?

This wasn’t staged; it genuinely did happen. Only at Max Kirwan’s ... 

~ Alistair Dennis

Well, here’s a turn up ...

This is what Lynton ( Lyn) 
Forster’s 2004 MX-5 NB SE 
mixes with ....

Lyn and I drove to Tyabb Airfield to catch 
up with our friend Kevin Bailey from 
Perth, in his restored 1936 Stinson Reliant, 

on its way to the Antique Aeroplane Fly-In 
at Echuca. Kevin was rapt in the MX-5.

Lyn and I have been in the Aviation 
industry all ours lives. That’s another  
long story ...

~ Di Forster

NINE THINGS WOMEN SAY:
(1)	Fine: This is the word women use 
to end an argument when they are 
right and you need to shut up. 

(2)	Five Minutes: If she is getting 
dressed, this means a half an hour. 
Five minutes is only five minutes if 
you have just been given five more 
minutes to watch the game before 
helping around the house. 

(3)	Nothing: This is the calm before 
the storm. This means “something”, 
and you should be on your toes. 
Arguments that begin with nothing 
usually end in “fine”.

(4)	Go Ahead: This is a dare, not 
permission. Don’t Do It! 

(5)	Loud Sigh: This is actually a 
word, but is a non-verbal statement 
often misunderstood by men. A 
loud sigh means she thinks you are 
an idiot and wonders why she is 
wasting her time standing here and 
arguing with you about nothing. 
(Refer back to # 3 for the meaning of 
“nothing”.) 

(6)	That’s OK: This is one of the 
most dangerous statements a 
women can make to a man. It means 
she wants to think long and hard 
before deciding how and when you 
will pay for your mistake. 

(7)	Thanks: A woman is thanking 
you – do not question, or faint. 
Just say “you’re welcome”. (This is 
true, unless she says “Thanks a lot” 
... that is PURE sarcasm and she is 
not thanking you at all. DO NOT say 
“you’re welcome” – that will bring on 
a “whatever’). 

(8)	Whatever: Is a woman’s way of 
saying “stuff you!” 

(9)	Don’t worry about it, I got it:  
Another dangerous statement, 
meaning this is something that 
a woman has asked a man to do 
several times, but is now doing it 
herself. This will later result in a man 
asking “What’s wrong?” 

For the woman’s response to that 
one, refer to (3). 
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CheCk out our  
New website

Visit us: Factory 8-200 Chesterville Rd Moorabbin.
Open Saturday 10am–5pm or by appointment. Delivery available. 

Contact James: 0402 833 070 or 03 9818 6915 or James@mx5centre.com.au

www.mx5centre.com.au

 New and used MX5 parts
 NA specialists
 AUS wide delivery



A new option for the MX-5 owner
Oven Baked Enamel Services have taken the next step forward in service for 
MX-5 Owners, Lovers and Club Members. 

We can offer a full mechanical and service department with specialist MX-5 
mechanics and accident repairers working to factory specifications. 

  ◆ Full range of second hand mechanical body and trim panels available  
   Suspension, exhaust and performance kits 
  ◆ Fully equipped workshop facility 
  ◆ Competitive rates on all work 
  ◆ FREE towing for mechanical breakdown and collision 
  ◆ Special rates to Club Members - Free loan car available to Members   
  ◆ Contact Dick to discuss your mechanical needs 

Oven Baked Enamel Services are a factory approved repairer with 20 years of 
experience on Mazda, your smash repair specialist 

◆ Chassis alignment specialists
◆ Air conditioning and detailing 
◆ Insurance claims, advice service 
◆ Lifetime work guarantee 
◆ All spray work in Seetal Low Bake oven 

Contact - Dick Richey 
FREE no obligation quote. 

34 Molan Street, Ringwood 3134
Tel 03 9870 0520 / Fax 03 9879 6545

Quality 
Endorsed
Company 


